“This project is
one of the most
iImportant
floodplain and
riparian habitat
restoration
efforts on the
Central Coast.”

From the President/CEO

new tradition. | selected one word that

would be an underlying mantra for the
next twelve months. | chose the word
learn, which made sense given that it was
my first year as CEO and | knew that |
would be drinking from the proverbial
firehose. | wrote the word learn on my
weekly to-do lists. Each morning, as |
sipped my coffee, | thought about what |
needed to learn to better serve BSLT’s
conservation mission.

I n January of last yeatr, | began a

This year | have chosen the word renew.
It is a reminder for me to take time each
day to renew my commitment to my
deepest values. One of the wonderful
things about this word is that its definition
expands to include restore, revitalize, and
rekindle. Each of these words is in sync
with BSLT’s important initiatives currently
under way.

BSLT is working to restore the lower
Carmel River through our floodplain
project. At Glen Deven Ranch, staff and
volunteers are planting 800 seedlings to
help restore a native redwood forest.

Illustration of the long-term restoration plans for the Carmel River FREE Project

In Salinas, we
are working
with local
nonprofits and
community
leaders to
create green
space and
revitalize
communities.
This year,
BSLT is
increasing
opportunities for donors to rekindle their
love of the land through more hikes and
outdoor events.

President/CEO Jeannette Tuitele-Lewis

Exciting outcomes are on the horizon!
Success is possible because donors,
volunteers, and active community
members like you continue to renew your
commitment to conserving the places you
love and creating new opportunities for
people to connect with land. Thank you for
your support. We hope you seize the
opportunity to renew yourself in the
outdoors throughout the year.



Carmel River FREE continued from cover . . .

Key Project Components:

* Removing nearly 1,500 feet of riverbank levee on the south side of the Carmel
River channel to allow storm flows back into the Odello East floodplain.

* Restoring 100 acres of floodplain and riparian habitat—with plantings and
reseeding to promote native riparian and wetland vegetation that benefits fish
and wildlife—while also creating multiple channels for floodwater.

* Replacing a portion of the Highway One embankment with a 360-foot-long
causeway to improve floodwater movement under the highway and re-establish
the connection between the floodplain east of the highway and the habitat-rich
Carmel Lagoon west of the highway.

* Grading the floodplain to elevate approximately 23 acres of BSLT property so
it can be maintained as an agricultural preserve, protected from flooding.

Clint and Margaret Eastwood intend to donate 80 acres of land they own on the
Odello East floodplain to support project implementation. This is in addition to
the 49 acres they previously donated to the Land Trust for this effort.

California State Parks and the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District are
also partnering with BSLT and the county of Monterey for those portions of the
project that are on their adjacent parklands. Carmel River FREE will provide
important components of a regional trail system linking Carmel River State
Beach and Palo Corona Regional Park and will advance the vision of the
Lobos-Corona Parklands Project, a multi-jurisdictional parks initiative
spearheaded by BSLT to create the next great parks complex on California’s
coast.

Moving Forward

Carmel River FREE is an extensive undertaking involving numerous partners
and stakeholders, engineering and environmental review, many permit
approvals, and millions of dollars. Its complexity underscores the need for a
strong public-private partnership linking BSLT with the county of Monterey and
other agencies. BSLT has already secured more than $14 million in state and
federal grants (from the California Coastal Conservancy, the California Wildlife
Conservation Board, the California Department of Water Resources, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Caltrans, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service). This money will be used for design and construction. Monterey County
and BSLT are actively pursuing the additional estimated $10 million that will be
needed for implementation.

The design plans are expected to be finalized and approved by Monterey
County and Caltrans over the next year. The required environmental review and
permitting processes are under way. Construction is expected to start in late
2017 or early 2018 and be completed within 18 months. BSLT is committed to
overseeing the post-construction floodplain restoration and stewardship, an
effort that will require additional funding and will provide hands-on learning
opportunities for volunteers, local schools, and environmental educational
programs.

With community support, BSLT will continue its vital leadership role in
transforming this iconic landscape and facilitating one of the largest public-private
partnerships to benefit coastal habitat and communities along the California Coast.

Welcome and Thank You
New Land & Legacy Members

e are thrilled to announce that we have
Wseveral new members of the Land & Legacy

Society. Thank you for joining a growing group
of open-space enthusiasts who, as a part of your legacy,

have already made a lasting commitment to preserving
our treasured landscapes.

Welcome and Thank You!
Jan Loomis
Rod & Peggy McMahan
Karin Salomon
George St. Clair
Anonymous (2)

Big Sur Land Trust established the Land & Legacy
Society to honor and acknowledge those who provide
support by including the Land Trust in their estate plans.
Members are recognized in our annual report and
invited to an appreciation event each year to hear more
about the positive impact created by Land & Legacy
Society members.

Please remember the Big Sur Land Trust in your estate
plans and become a member of the Land & Legacy Society
today! Our tax identification number is 94-2473415.

If you are interested in joining the Land & Legacy
Society, have already included BSLT in your estate
plans, or would like more information about planned
giving, please contact Kate Mitchell Mehle at
831-625-5523 ext. 105 or email
kmitchell@bigsurlandtrust.org.



his December, the Big Sur Land Trust

took an important step in its Glen Deven

Ranch project in Big Sur, which will ultimately
create a new redwood forest and coastal scrub habitat
on 20 acres of the ranch. The first new redwood trees
went into the ground here at this iconic property.

The project is a landmark effort to remove invasive
species, reduce wildfire fuel, and restore native habi-
tat on the site. BSLT began in 2012 by removing inva-
sive eucalyptus trees, allowing the ground to be
readied for restoration.

Jim Velzy, director of UCSC Greenhouses (part of the
divisions of physical and biological sciences and the
division of social sciences at UC Santa Cruz), has
helped immensely in this project. Velzy advocated to
make our work at Glen Deven Ranch part of the
university’s internship program. As a result, in the past
three years BSLT has been able to engage three
interns to assist in collecting redwood seeds and
cultivating, growing, and planting redwood seedlings
for Glen Deven Ranch. These students have taken
great care in nurturing new redwoods: sorting,
cleaning, drying, and sprouting seeds collected at

Glen Deven Ranch, then growing seedlings for the
past two years in a greenhouse on the UCSC
campus. Seeds of redwood understory species like
Big Leaf Maple have also been collected, sorted,
and stored.

Then in December, our two most recent project
interns, Kaysea Cook and Green Burns, along with
BSLT staff and volunteers Kayti Christianson,
Heather Burns, and Charlie Lambert, traversed the
extremely steep mountainside, scraped out divots,
shaped small flat areas, and finally planted the first
cohort of redwood trees and seeds of understory
species. BSLT’s goal is to plant 1,000 redwoods over
the next two years.

You, too, can help us reach this goal. Please
consider a contribution of $75 to have a tree planted
in your family's name or in honor of someone
special. The recipient will receive a card notifying
them of your gift and information about the
Redwood Planting Project.

In addition, their name will be listed on the Glen
Deven Ranch Redwood Gift Wall on our website.

received between December 1 and December 31, 2015.

Each redwood Tribute Tree planted represents a
new beginning and is an everlasting gift to the
environment and future generations.

To order a Tribute Tree, please visit our website
(www.bigsurlandtrust.org) and click the Donate
button. For more information, contact Amber
by phone at 831-625-5523 ext. 103 or by email
at asleon@bigsurlandtrust.org.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Big Sur Land Trust is proud to celebrate trees planted on behalf
of friends and family members. The following gifts were
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early a decade ago, BSLT began planning Carmel

River FREE. The nature of our work is long-term,

and community support is vital. We want to express
our deepest gratitude to the 95 donors who gave a total of
$123,288 through Monterey County Gives. Thank you!




